Energy problems
1. Is food cheap?  Here is a comparison of a 2500 Calorie diet of food ($6) with the cost of an equivalent amount of energy in the form of a) gasoline (assume $3/gallon), and b) electricity (at $0.10 per kilowatt-hour).  Since there are 31,000 Calories in a gallon of gasoline, we would need just .08 gallons of gasoline to have 2500 calories (2500/31000).  This is worth $0.25 ($3.00 x .08).
So a days worth of gasoline energy costs about 1/24th that of the same amount of food energy.  Does the comparison make sense?

